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Abstrak 
 
Teaching second language students how to write reports is a crucial component of English 
for Specific Purposes (ESP) programs taught at institutions of higher education. One of 
the rhetorical aspects in the research reports to which attention must be paid is related 
to the descriptions and justifications of the sampling procedures. This work, based on 
gender studies, examines the rhetorical steps related to sampling that appear in the 
methods section of research articles related to the teaching of English as a second 
language(TESL), written by expert researchers and published in eight prestigious 
international academic journals. . Using the works of Swales (1990 and 2004) as a frame 
of reference, we have carried out, on the one hand, a quantitative analysis of the 
rhetorical steps and, on the other, a qualitative investigation of the language resources 
that are used to specify and define sampling procedures. This research has considerable 
relevance for ESP students and academics of IFE, having obtained relevant conclusions 
regarding the most appropriate way in which the samples can be described, thus 
satisfying the expectations of the examiners, evaluators and directors of the work of 
research developed. The findings of this study provide clues that help directors and 
teachers in their teaching work with new writers; Specifically, how to use specific linguistic 
mechanisms to convincingly describe and justify the sampling procedures in the sections 
of the experimental research reports that deal with the description of the research method 
section of experimental research reports 
 
 
